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June 17, 2008 
 
Dear Global Mission Colleague, 
 
It is our privilege to send this special volume-order information on the next edition of Connections: the Journal 
of the WEA Mission Commission. This Òdouble issueÓ features the themes of mission in contexts of suffering, 
violence, persecution and martyrdom. Below you will find the table of contents. Also, check out the new website 
www.weaconnections.com where you find back issues, subscription forms, key links and blogs from MC 
leadership.  
 
The authors of this singular issue reflect our MC commitment to provide a global writers roundtable. These gifted 
women and men grapple with missiological reflections and contemporary events, provide a multi-faceted 
reflection on the reality of mission in these difficult contexts. Read the thoughtful report from two Korean mission 
leaders in light of last yearÕs crisis in Afghanistan, and others from India, Turkey and Nigeria. Get involved in the 
Òglobal correspondenceÓ with 12 leaders from national mission movements, mission agencies and a missional 
pastor as they engage with a series of tough questions. You will find a unique section of Òbest practice 
commitmentsÓ that should provoke thought for all leaders of the global mission movement. Some of the news and 
developments will be encouraging. The final section focuses on key book reviews and persecution information on 
the Web. 
 
Because we are convinced that this is a critical and timely issue, we are making a pre-print special volume order 
for you and your colleagues. Whether you are passionate about mission mobilization, or rooted in the life of a 
mission-minded church, or providing leadership for mission agencies and other sending structures, or involved in 
theological education or missionary training, or providing field-based member care services, you will find value in 
this issue.  
 
This double edition is equal in content size to two regular issues of Connections : 84 pages, 37 articles, size (8 
! Òx 10 !Ó, or, 22 cm x 27 cm), full -four colour printing on high quality paper. The retail cost of this double issue 
is US$30 (regular issue is US$15), though subscription rates are much lower.  However, for this special offer we 
have significantly reduced the cost for volume orders as much as 63% off retail costs. This special price includes 
packaging and shipping around the world. The bulk order form is attached for your use. 
 
In order to know how many copies to print of this special issue and at this special price, please send your order 
as soon as possible to Willem Griffioen at connections@initialmedia.com on the attached order form. We need 
your order returned by July 30, 2008, for this first printing.  If you have any questions about this offer, feel free to 
write me personally at btaylor@worldevangelical.org.  Please circulate this offer to your colleagues. 
 
The blessing of God upon you, 

Bill 
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Connections: The Journal of the WEA Mission Commission 

Double Issue: Vol. 7. 1 -2 2008 
 ÒMission in Contexts of Suf fering, Violence  

Persecution and MartyrdomÓ  
 
Setting the Stage           

1. William Taylor, Editor ÒSetting the stage for the issueÓ                       
2. Bertil Ekstršm editorial ÒFrom my cornerÓ                                           
 

Missiological Refle ctions  
3. Tonica van der Meer, ÒBiblical reflections on ministry and sufferingÓ    
4. Rose Dowsett: ÒDeliver us from evil: missiological reflectionsÓ     
5. Glenn Penner, ÒA Biblical theology of persecution and discipleshipÓ   
 

Contemporary Trigger Events  
6. David Tai Woong Lee , ÒThe case of Korean hostage incident by Taliban in AfghanistanÓ   
7. Steve Moon, Korea, ÒSeven lessons learned from the hostage case of Koreans in AfghanistanÓ 
8.  ÒSouth Korean mission groups re-strategize for high-risk areasÓ, News, CP     
9. Crisis Consulting International, ÒThe release of South Korean hostages and increased risk to faith-

based personnelÓ        
10. WEA RLC ÒPress release on Korean hostagesÓ      
11. Carlos Madrigal: ÒSuffering, persecution and martyrdom in TurkeyÓ        
12. Evangelical Fellowship of India, ÒPress release on persecution casesÓ    
13. Reuben Ezemadu, Christian Missionary Foundation, ÒReflections from a Nigerian mission leader on 

the challenges, dangers and hazards of ministryÓ  
 

Global Voices  
14. ÒA global correspondence conversation addressing questions of agency pre-field preparation of 

missionaries, contingency plans, policies on kidnapping and ransom, post-trauma care, missionary 
training and general member careÓ            

 
Global Reflections  

15. Pope Benedict XVI, ÒChristian martyrdom is act of loveÓ        
16. Marvin Newell, ÒMartyrdom in the context of world evangelizationÓ     
17. Derek Christensen, ÒReflections on contexts of suffering and danger, written from the sidelines of the 

global tentmaking movementÓ         
18. Johnny Chun, Tentmakers International, ÒTentmaking  missions in contexts of special challengeÓ   
19. Henrik Saayman,  ÒReflections from a South African missions pastorÓ   
20. Larrie Me Gardner, ÒWhen trouble comesÓ        
21. Harry Hoffman, ÒToo many sad storiesÓ       
22. Adriaan Adams, ÒReflections on mentoring and sufferingÓ      
23. Alex Araujo, ÒPartnership in sufferingÓ        
24. Kent Parks, ÒFilling up the suffering of ChristÓ      
 

Best Practice Commitments  
25. Crisis Consulting International, ÒModel policy recommendationsÓ     
26. Religious Liberty Partnership, ÒBest practices on ministry to the global persecuted churchÓ  
27. Voice of the Martyrs, Canada:  ÒCode of best practices for cross-cultural visits to restricted nationsÓ 

            
28. National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka,  ÒBest practices for foreign teams visiting the 

persecuted ChurchÓ       
29. Global Connections policy statement, UK, ÒGuidelines for crisis management and prevention 

including working in high risk areasÓ      
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News and Developments  

30. The Religious Liberty Partnership and 2008 update         
31. Religious Liberty organizations call for global prayer for China     
32. Johan Candelin, ÒThe First Step Forum engages new situations, new challenges and new solutionsÓ

   
33. Heidi Schoedel, News from the Refugee Highway Partnership          
34. Harry Hoffman: Mission Commission Global Member Care Network (GMCN)    
 

Resources and Reviews  
35. A. Scott Moreau and Mike OÕRear,  ÒPersecution information on the webÓ    
36. Samuel E. Chiang, book reviews: Glenn Penner, A Theology of Persecution, and A MartyrÕs 

Grace, Marvin J. Newell, Moody Publishers, 2006                         
37. Kees van der Wilden, book review: Missions in Contexts of Violence, Keith E. Eitel, ed. William 

Carey Library, 2007   
38. Brian OÕConnell, book review: Peter Marshall, Religious Freedom in th e World, 

2008.                                                                                         
 
      
 


