
What post-trauma care is given to your mis-
sion force family that has gone through a situa-
tion of violence, illness, death? 

 This is another situation where we 
believe that the partnership between local 
church and agency is the most effective 
way to provide this 
level of pastoral care 
for missionaries. 
Agencies often have 
access to professional 
counselors who have 
experience in dealing 
with missionary-spe-
cific situations. That 

experience is invaluable. We have found that 
most counselors who do this type of work are 
willing to share information with the home 
church if the missionary gives permission. 
This allows the local church to reinforce the 
counsel and care given by the agency. When 

the situation 
warrants, we 
have not been 
hesitant to bring 
the missionary 
home from the 
field in order to 
receive extended 
care and nurtur-

ing in the local church context in full coop-
eration with the agency. We sincerely believe 
that a proactive stance by both agency and 
church working in harmony is the best way to 
proved the care missionaries need. 

What kind of pre-field missionary training 
do you give or encourage for contexts of danger, 
violence, persecution or martyrdom? 

We are currently giving prayerful thought 
to how we can be more intentional in 
addressing these issues in the pre-field train-
ing we offer as a church.
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What policies and guidelines does your 
church have when sending SHORT-TERM mis-
sionaries to dangerous contexts?  

We require specific personal security 
training developed and taught by several 
people in our church body who have back-
grounds in law enforcement and military 
special ops teams. The essence of the teach-
ing has to do with learning skills of situ-
ational awareness. We are in the process of 
finalizing a written manual for short term 
missionaries that includes instructions and 
policies in this area. In addition to personal 
security, we believe that instruction in cul-
tural sensitivity also contributes to safety 
by learning to avoid making dangerous 
mistakes.

What policies does your church have when 
sending LONGER-TERM missionaries to dan-
gerous contexts?  

By most measures we would be consid-
ered a modest-sized mega church. So, this 
may sound a bit different at a time when 
many mega churches are functioning as 
their own mission boards. But, in response 
to long term missionaries living in danger-
ous contexts, we are more convinced than 

ever that this is why we need to do a better 
job of partnering with mission agencies. 
Mission boards and agencies have the exper-
tise, experience and resources to do a much 
better job of preparing long term missionar-
ies for potentially dangerous assignments 
and dealing with them when the arise. They 
often have other people on the ground in 
those areas that serve as support systems for 
continued training and monitoring of dan-
gerous threats. We believe that when local 
church and mission agency partner together 
with clear communication and understand-
ing, that this is the very best case possible. 

Do you have a written summary state-
ment giving a Biblical theology of persecution 
or martyrdom?

 No, we do not.

What guidelines do you have in case a 
missionary, or a child of missionaries, is kid-
napped? 

Though it is not written at this time, we 
do communicate the position that we will 
not pay ransom in the case of kidnapping. 
We hope to include this policy in written 
form as we continue the development of our 
mission documents.

What guidelines do you have regarding 
monetary ransom of a kidnapped missionary? 

Same as above.

The book consists of nineteen chapters 
divided over four main themes:

General Reflections: This section 
includes two chapters, one compar-
ing the journeys of Jesus, Constantine 
and Muhammad, the 
other discussing the role 
of Christian Mission in 
“Glocal” violence. “Glocal” is 
defined as “the encapsulation of the dual 
macro-micro feature of a situation” (23).  
Muslim-Christian relations are used as an 
example of this phenomenon.
Biblical and Theological Foundations: 
This section discusses the biblical context 
of violence, the role of missions, and 
the fact that persecution and martyrdom 
forces the missional world to establish 
a “theology of persecution”. This theme 
ends with a challenging chapter about 
Kitamori Kazo’s “Pain of God Theology”.  
Kitamori argued that in making forgive-
ness available for the sinner, “God acted 
in an ‘ungodlike’ and improper way” 
because divine love is not a smooth and 
easy love, it is “love for the enemy” (98).
Lifestyles, Strategies and Practices: This 
section discusses life attitudes while 
living in a hostile environment, mem-
ber care issues, and the use of “violent 
words.” 
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Finally, Geographical or Thematic Specific 
Studies gives a historical overview of mis-
sions in contexts of violence as well as 
case studies in Southern Sudan, Eastern 
Europe, Rwanda, the Middle East, and 
inter-ethnic violence.

Keith Eitel is a Dean at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. The book’s twenty-three authors come 
from different cultural backgrounds. We note 
that of the thirteen authors of the first three 

themes, eight are based in the 
USA, three of them without long-
term mission experience.

The role of the USA and Muslim–
Christian relations play a major role in this 
book. However, we may question whether 
the USA is the best partner to be involved in 
Muslim–Christian dialogue. Isn’t the fact that 
the USA is seen as a “Christian nation”, while 
at the same time being the forerunner in mili-
tary endeavours against or in Muslim coun-
tries, a hindrance in an appropriate dialogue? 
We will have to give more thought to the mis-
sion efforts of Christianity towards the Dar al 
Islam, bearing in mind that “evangelism and 
witness to Jesus Christ is one distinctively 
Christian way of dealing with violence and 
suffering connected with Muslim–Christian 
relationships” (21/22)

An interesting discussion was around 
the response of Christians towards persecu-
tion—flight, avoidance or engagement. From 
a member care point of view though, it was 
rather discouraging to read that there are 
“times that flight becomes an ungodly act”. 

(70) Is such a statement not putting our 
limitations upon God’s judgement?

All in all, this was a valuable book and 
we recommend it to our readers world-
wide. <<
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