
would applaud them for their action and 
thus bring a degree of admiration to them-
selves that they could not achieve otherwise. 

7. The martyr cannot be dishonored.
Christian martyrs are appropriately given 

their due share of respect. Instead of being 
discredited, they are immortalized. Their 
example encourages Christian workers in 
dangerous areas and hard places to continue 
to persevere in their calling. To honor mar-
tyrs for providing this incentive is the right 
thing to do. 

8. Martyrdom as a strategy of evangelism.
A few decades ago, major mission strate-

gies focused on taking the Gospel to the least 
resistant peoples or “ripe” fields. However, 
in recent years that strategy has flipped-
flopped. Now the focus is on reaching least 
reached peoples who are mostly found in 
highly resistant places. Consequently, we 
can expect more martyrs as staunchly held 
Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist areas are being 
penetrated. But God is not caught off guard 
by these deaths. Ultimately, they promote 
the advancement of world evangelization, not 
the curtailment of it.  

9. Martyrdom as example to local believers.
The impact of martyr deaths on local 

believers where those deaths take place 
is immeasurable. In many instances, not 
only has the work expanded and adherents 
increased, but the resolve of local followers 
to remain loyal to Christ is brazened. Resolve 
on their part to bear up under persecution 
is enhanced. By example of the missionary 
martyr, local believers have a model to follow 
and a death to emulate as they in turn stand 
against opposition. Some of them will die 
as martyrs too, and will be ready to sacrifice 
their lives because of the sacrifice that pro-
ceeded their own.

Conclusion

Martyrs speak to us by example from 
the grave. It becomes the responsibility of us 
who remain to pause and reflect on the heri-
tage that has been passed along through their 
sacrificial deaths. Only then will we be pre-
pared to endure the same kind of treatment if 
so granted the honor (Philippines 1:29). <<

“We should always note that this is a 
distinctive characteristic of the Christian 
martyr – it is exclusively an act of love, 
towards God and towards men, including 
the persecutors,” said the Pope to crowds in 
St. Peter’s Square, according to Reuters. 

“Christian martyrdom reminds us of the 
victory of love over hatred and 
death,” he said.  

He spoke from his study window in the 
Vatican the day after Christmas, when the 
Roman Catholic Church celebrated the feast 
of Saint Stephen – the first Christian martyr, 
according to Indian Catholic news agency. 

Stephen, a deacon in the first Christian 
community in Jerusalem, was stoned to 
death by a mob in Jerusalem as Christianity 
began to spread in the region. He was 
recorded in the Bible as praying for God to 
forgive his persecutor as he died.  

The pope's speech drew attention to the 
fact that Christians in many parts of the world 
still face persecution, torture and death. 

“It is not rare even today that we receive 
news from various parts of the world of mis-
sionaries, priests, bishops, monks, nuns and 
lay people persecuted, imprisoned, tortured, 
deprived of their liberty or prevented from 
exercising it because they are disciples of 
Christ and apostles of the Gospel,” he said.  

He did not name any specific 
events of persecution to prevent 
aggravating the situation. But 

recently, there have been several notable 
incidents. Among those are the stabbing of 
an Italian Catholic priest in his church in 
Turkey less than two weeks ago, and the 
burning and destruction of twelve churches 
by Hindu extremists in India, beginning 
Christmas Eve, killing at least one person.  

The German Pope concluded by invit-
ing pilgrims and Catholics to pray “for those 
who suffer because of their fidelity to Christ 
and to his Church,” according to Indian 
Catholic. <<

Ethan Cole, Christian Post Reporter

Pope Benedict XVI highlighted Wednesday 
to thousands of pilgrims that the deaths of 

Christian martyrs in the past and present are 
an act of love. 

Christian 
Martyrdom is 
Act of Love

Pope Benedict XVI
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