
What should be our reaction?

Within the vast range of Christians, 
some would say, “demand justice and 
appeal to all possible governmental offi-
ces.”  Others would say, “Turn the other 
cheek…”  I think both reactions are faces 
of the same coin.  What is important is 
how we react.  In the first case, do we react 
with resentment?  In the second case, do 
we react in submissiveness?  In both cases, 
we should react with love, faith and hope!

Three years ago, I was called to the 
police headquarters in Istanbul to be inter-
rogated.  When I was giving my testimony, 
a superior officer shouted from time to time 
from his office, “Don’t let him invent those 
things”!  I couldn’t bear no more and at 
one point I also shouted at him very upset, 
“It seems you know better than me, why 
don’t you come here and testify and sign 
instead of me!”  I felt like a twinge in my 
heart, right after, “Had the Lord reacted like 
me?”  The Lord answered me that same 
week, “Let him offer his cheek to one who 
would strike him, and let him be filled with 
disgrace.” (Lamentations 3:30)  Moreover, 
“I offered my back to those who beat me, 
my cheeks to those who pulled out my 
beard; I did not hide my face from mocking 
and spitting.” (Isaiah 50:6)  Also, "If I said 
something wrong," Jesus replied, "testify as 
to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, 
why did you strike me?" (John 18:23).

In other words, we have to learn how 
to cope with aggressions without under-
mining our faith, our love and devotion; 
and at the same time we have to keep 
demanding from public powers and by all 
means, “Why, why, why… ?”  Until we 
get their attention and reaction.  To make 
a difference we need action, interceding 
prayers and help from all believers around 
the world! <<

Endnotes

1 “I write to all the churches, and I bid all men 
know, that of my own free will I die for God, 
unless ye should hinder me. I exhort you, be ye 
not an unreasonable kindness to me. Let me be 
given to the wild beasts, for through them I can 
attain unto God. I am God's wheat, and I am 
ground by the teeth of wild beasts that I may 
be found pure bread [of Christ].” Translation by 
Lightfoot.

EFI  NEWS
Pastor attacked in Andhra Pradesh

 
An independent Pastor working in Tandur 
Bellampalli Mandal in Asifabad of Adilabad 
district, Andhra Pradesh was attacked by 
the Hindutva Radicals belonging to RSS 
(Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh) group on 
March 29th 2008. 
 
This incident took place, at about 4 pm 
in the evening, when a group led by one 
Gattu Beemaiah, the driver of Adilabad 
MLA Sridevi along with four other miscre-
ants barged into the house of Pastor Hanock 
Sanjeev and started beating him mercilessly 
with sticks and rods for planning to con-
struct a Church. The miscreants left him 
brutally injured. Pastor Hanok Sanjeev was 
admitted to a local hospital 
with grievous injuries. 
 
The Hyderabad chapter of All 
India Christian Council (AICC) is presently 
assisting the Pastor.  
 

Four Pastors Arrested under Conversion 
charges in Madhya Pradesh

 
A group of about 10 Hindutva extrem-
ists attacked four Pastors belonging to the 
Believers Church of India on March 28 in 
Raoti village which is about 28 kilometers 
from Ratlam, Madhya Pradesh.

At about 7 pm in the evening, the 
radicals belonging to the RSS and Shiv Sena  
entered the house of Dinesh Damar a resi-
dent of Hartal Gram which comes under 
Raoti Thane where the missionaries had 
organized a programme to watch a Jesus film 
“Daya Sagar”. A gathering of 10-12 Christian 
believers were present for the programme. 

While they were preparing for dinner, 
the extremists forced their way into the 

house and without any provocation started 
beating the Christians present and used abu-
sive language against them. 

The police arrived on the spot and con-
fiscated the film and arrested Pastor Bharat 
Kant Patel, Sukram Dewara, Ramesh Bhuriya 
and Vilas Chandra Nag. 

They were kept at the Ratlam police 
control room for the entire night where the 
pastors were interrogated by the officials. 
They even checked the movie to see its con-
tents.

On March 29 in the morning the pastor 
were taken to Raoti police station and were 
locked in the thane on charges of conversion. 

In the evening, at about 4.30 
pm the pastors were then 
taken to the court where the 

magistrate sentenced them to 
3 day police remand and were imprisoned in 
Sailana Jail which is around 18 kms from the 
Ratlam railway.

The Pastors were ministering in Raoti 
village. When our correspondent spoke to 
the police in charge Mr. I Khan, he informed 
us that two persons namely Kalu singh 
Bhavar and Dev Singh Katiya have filed 
complaint against the pastors. The pastors 
were booked under Section 3/4 of Madhya 
Pradesh Religion Act.

Evangelical Fellowship of India requests 
prayers for the justice to be granted to the 
Pastors. <<
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