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longer flow as robustly through Canada into the other parts of the world. That a significant number of new realities.
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has grown faster than the church in the
West during the last quarter century.
Missionaries from the resource-rich Ca-
nadian Church must learn to navigate in
a more interconnected world, in concert
with our global church family. The “mis-
sionized” are now partners, as together
we intentionally engage in the global
outreach of the church. Three deca-
des of exploding global migration has
spawned many new creative initiatives
from the majority world. Increasingly,
Christians from the Global South are
intentionally seeking to become evan-
gelists to Christendom. Missions today
is from “everywhere to everyone.”

Non-Christian faiths are also on the
move, carried to Canada by the cur-
rents of technological advances and the
immigration policies of the late twentieth
century. Once in Canada, new Canadian
immigrants move quickly to assert their
influence in a nation that celebrates
multiculturalism and accepts pluralism.
The continual flow of new Canadians,
with cultural diversity and varied reli-
gious perspectives,' is forcing Cana-
dian Christians to develop a deeper
understanding of their own faith. Many
have renewed their commitment to an
authentic life in Christ and have learned
to meaningfully articulate the claims of
Christ to their culturally and religiously
diverse neighbors.

Another complexity to ministry in the
new global reality is the need to respond
appropriately to the growing gap
between the rich and poor and the in-
creased internal and violent ethnic con-
flicts flaring up in many regions. These

issues, combined with the resulting
polarization of power around the planet,
are causing many Canadian Christians
to examine their theology of engage-
ment in the world. The fact is that many
Western values which have shaped

our Canadian evangelical approach

to “others” have, in some measure,
contributed to global poverty and ethnic
unrest. Instead of benefiting from the
systems that contribute to poverty, we
need to reflect on how our consumer
oriented Canadian values have shaped
our Christian worldview. The Canadian
propensity to simply throw money at
global problems does not appear to be
the full solution.

Canadian Christians need to become
more intentional about developing a
theology of mission that recognizes, on
one hand, the plight of the poor, hun-
gry and marginalized while at the same
time, proclaiming Christ. The poor often
have no appetite to hear the words of
life because of the looming necessities
of their lives (“empty bellies have no
ears”); a reality that certainly must be
held in dynamic tension with the words
of Christ:“... people do not live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God” (Mat. 4:4). This
theology must reverberate in the heart
of the person in the pew and thereby
give substance to our good intentions.

Increased international contact at the
local church level has led to a minimi-
zing of the mediating role of mission
structures that heretofore have been
a significant part of the conversation
between local churches and the mis-

sion field. Spawned by the popularity

of short-term missions, many churches
have opted to engage directly in church-
to-church? mission partnerships.

We celebrate the Canadian local
churches’ reengagement in mission.
This renewed willingness to engage

in grassroots mission has led to new
conversations regarding the relationship
between the church, the agency, and
the academy. The model of the church
as the sending structure, the agency as
the coordinating entity, and the acade-
my as the training center is undergoing
substantial change and will continue to
require appropriate new and innovative
alliances.

The increased popularity of the short-
term missions movement has chal-
lenged Canadian congregations to de-
velop even more inventive approaches
for connecting the person in the pew
with the global work of God. Canadi-
ans, by in large, are a generous people
who support a myriad of charitable and
nonprofit organizations; and more than
one-third of them serve as volunteers in
these organizations.®

As a result, Canadian mission agencies
and partnering churches are pressed to
provide opportunities for lay people.

Most Canadians want to be part of the
transformation process and are no lon-
ger content with simply cutting checks.*
Canadian baby boomers, in particular,
appear to understand philanthropy dif-
ferently than their parents’ generation,
S0 charities and mission agencies have
to find more intriguing ways of enlisting
their support.
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Signs of Hope

Canada has a rich heritage of global
engagement. In the midst of our present
global realities, we must not succumb to
the temptation to retrench and pull back
our resources. Signs of hope abound.

Tenth Avenue Alliance church in Van-
couver has made a ten year commit-
ment to Cambodia by partnering with
Cambodian ministries to advance initi-
atives that “... promote unity and build
capacity within churches, to support the

plight of people at risk and to encourage
marketplace believers.” On the other
side of Canada, The Meeting House in
Oakuville, Ontario is exploring ways in
which to partner with organizations to
address

the AIDS crisis in Southern Africa.® They
are working with Mennonite Central
Committee, who has both the exper-
tise and infrastructure to assist them in
extending their global reach.

A new generation of Canadian young
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adults appears eager to engage in

the global mission of God. Canadian
churches are partnering with the church
in the majority world and are sending
out personnel in significant numbers.
New ways of training people for global
service are being developed. My prayer
is that the Canadian church would stay
true to their historic global orientation
and catch a renewed vision of what God
is up to and join with Him in building His
Kingdom, as we move intentionally into
the twenty-first century®
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