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AGORA- NEWS
AGORA IS THE GREEK WORD FOR MARKET PLACE , FORUM, WHERE PEOPLE GATHERED FOR DIALOGUE,

                                                              DISCUSSIONS, SHARING INFORMATION OR JUST FOR BEING TOGETHER (ACTS 17:17).

Editorial
STREAMS UNDER AN 
OAK...MUSINGS

In July this year we will move back 
to Sweden after 30 years as missionaries 
in Brazil. Being raised in Brazil and lived 
here for more than 40 years, it feels that 
we are leaving home for a period on a 
mission Þeld. For Alzira, my wife, it is 
even more so; she has not lived in 
Sweden more than 8-9 years all together. 
We are part of  the famous and infamous 
race of  missionary kids, not knowing 
exactly to which culture we belong. Just 
now we feel more Brazilian than 
anything else and we know that the 
culture shock will come when settling 
down in our passport country. 30 years is 
of  course a long time and deep roots and 
close relationships have been established 
in Brazil. 

On the other hand, Sweden is today 
a more needed mission Þeld than Brazil. 
After re-learning about the country, we 
hope to be able to contribute to the 
continuation and perhaps also 
strengthening of  the mission movements 
in this traditional Christian nation, with a 
long history of  sending missionaries. At 
the same time we will continue with close 
ties to the country we love as well as 
connected worldwide through our MC 
network.     

Bertil Ekstršm.
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NEXT ISSUE OF 
CONNECTIONS

The most recent edition of Connections 
focuses on Mission Movements and 
Structures. For subscription and SPECIAL 
PRICES FOR BULK ORDERS, please 
contact Kees van der Wilden – 
kees@weamc.org. You can also read the 
magazine at our refurbished website: 
www.weaconnections.com

mailto:kees@weamc.org
mailto:kees@weamc.org
http://www.weaconnections.com
http://www.weaconnections.com
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PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
COMIBAM AND MANI

!
Walking in partnership, moving in 

missions - Latin America and Africa
The Souther n Cone Reg ion o f 

C O M I B A M I n t e r n a t i o n a l h e l d 
their! annual! meeting in the City of 
Montevideo, Uruguay, from the 17 Ð 20 of 
March 2010. Over 20 mission leaders 
came! from ministries! and national missions 
networks that! represent! COMIBAM in 
Argentina, Paraguay, Chile and Uruguay.

Our special!guest speaker was Dr. Steve 
Kabachia (wi th wi fe Jenni fer ) f rom 
Kenya.!Dr.!Kabachia is the Regional Director 
for MANI in East Africa (and interim 
representative for the Horne Region). Another 
special guest was Dr. Jonathan Lewis,!Director 
of  WEA's Leadership Institute.

The leadership of COMIBAM! has 
held! three meetings with MANI leadership in 
the past with the aim to establish fellowship 
and partnership in order to facilitate the Latin 
American mission involvement in Africa and 
vice versa. Since then the hearts of Latin and 
Africans have bonded in mission. During the 
past triennial Assembly of COMIBAM 
International Ð held last November in Bogota, 
Colombia Ðthe Director of the Southern Cone 
Region and Vice-president of COMIBAM 
International, Daniel Bianchi, extended the 
invitation to Dr. Kabachia to come to South 
America.

During the regional meetings of 
C O M I B A M h e l d i n 
Montevideo,! Dr.! Kabachia, had a special 
s e s s i o n e v e r y d a y w i t h f o c u s i n 
Africa.!Dr.!Kabachia brought an overview of 
Africa and the church, its strength and 
challenges. Later participants interacted 
together talking about practical steps of 
partnership.!Dr.!Kabachia's!ministry!of!the!Wo
rd,!and!his passion and knowledge of!current 
issues in Africa, greatly inspired and 
challenged!our!Latin mission! leaders. Some of 
the national directors of COMIBAM reported 
that they had! already! taken practical 
s teps! that! afÞr med the t imely v is i t 
of!the!Kabachias!in!our!midst.

Wa l t e r Pe l e g r i n a . D i r e c t o r o f 
COMIBAM Paraguay said with joy that the 
visit of!the!Kabachias!made the meeting more 
special for! their delegation! and gave them 
much help for their plans,!and!current service 
of missionaries in Africa. Stanley Clark, 
President of COMIBAM Argentina (Red 
Misiones Mundiales) highl ighted the 
importance of counting with MANI in Africa 
in order to know to whom! to! talk!with! and 
partner in Africa in future sending and 
t r a i n i n g o f m i s s i o n a r i e s f o r t h a t 
Continent.!Dr.!Kabachia gave a great smile as 
he reßected over those days together and said: 
ÒAll I saw and heard during these days here 
with COMIBAM are in the same spirit that we 
have in MANI. I look forward to advance in 
our partnership togetherÓ.

Daniel Bianchi, coordinator of the 
meetings, stated that: ÒThis is a way to follow 
up of the meetings that the leadership of 
COMIBAM and MANI already had. Once a 
general agreement between the two 
organizations was established, we have the 
basis to work in a Regional and National level 
to develop practical steps. Out of here we 
expect a greater movement and focus on the 
less reached part of  AfricaÓ.

The meetings ended with an intensive 
mission rally coordinated by COMIBAM 
Uruguay were representatives of every country 
reported!on!what God was doing in missions 
and! Dr.Kabachia! closed! with an inspiring 
message! from! the Word. Then on Sunday a 
number of leaders stayed! to! preach in 
churches!and!to mobilize for missions.

Thanks were given to the local logistic 
team of Uruguay, headed by! Pastor! Sergio 
Maneiro, who prepared accommodation and 
food for the participants. Also to Myron Loss 
(SIM missionary) for the many practical ways 
he helped and the work it took to secure the 
visa for!the!Kabachias!to!come to!Uruguay.

Special thanks! to!our brother!Steve!and 
sister Jenny! Kabachia! for coming and 
ministering with us. ÁGracias Steve! y Jenny!. 
"Asante, sana"!

A special note!of thanks! to every one of 
the! Latin! leaders who took care of their 
expenses (travel expenses,! accommodations, 
food, etc.),! offering! their! time and! personal 
Þnances!to help out.!Their contribution added 
up to nearly!nine thousand US dollars.  This 
was also a picture of missions from Latin 
America:!sacriÞcial giving, deep commitment, 
fellowship with one another and!trust in God.
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MEMBER CARE 
LEADERSHIP 
MEETING IN SPAIN
Working cross-culturally has its joys and 
its challenges. The recent meeting of the 
board of World Evangelical Alliance Global 
Member Care Network thankfully had a 
lot more joy than challenges.  When 
people from 8 nationalities get together 
to wrestle with the big issues of sustaining 
cross-cultural workers across the globe, it 
provides for interesting and lively 
discussion. But more than that, there is 
unity of vision and purpose and, whilst we 
acknowledge that there is no ‘One Way’ of 
serving the missions community, there is 
also the recognition of common human 
needs and a faith in a God who cares.

We met in Spain prior to the seventh 
European Member Care Consultation and 
were also able to share the global 
perspective during the consultation. Some 
of the issues we began to address were 
the need for global member care training 
at a basic and advanced level. There is a 
team now following up on putting 
together a foundations course for MC 
which would transcend and be adaptable 
to culture. 

We were able to explore different models 
of delivering member care, and focused on 
the important and often neglected role of 
the local church in both sending and 
receiving workers. There is a wealth of 
resources available but a desperate need 
for translation and contextualisation. 
Another working group is being set up to 
look at these.

Finally we began to make plans for a 
Global Member Care Conference to take 
place in Asia which will provide a forum 
for those involved in this ministry to 
share, debate, cross-fertilise ideas and 
open up the vision to a wider audience. 
Meanwhile, at regional level we will 
concentrate on drawing in more people 
and churches and conducting training to 
grow the workforce.

These are exciting times for GMCN. Since 
the adoption of a structure and 
identification of strategic representation, 
we now have a global voice inputting as 
well as a global output. The launch and 
growth of the GMCN website is already 
proving strategic in resourcing the Global 
Missions Community in its ability to serve 
both the Great Commission and the 
Great Commandment.

Harry Hoffman – Coordinator of the 
Global Member Care Networkcontact 
harrytina@gmail.com 

2ND ALL AFRICA
 TENTMAKERS 
CONFERENCE 
IN CAMEROON
Would you like to be more involved in 
missions through tentmaking?  Would you 
like to become more effective in making 
disciples and planting churches?  Would you 
like to develop a workplace ministry?      
You are invited to attend

The 2nd All Africa TI Conference,
At Kadji Sports Academy, Douala, 
Cameroon August 12-15, 2010

Tentmakers will be gathering from 40 
African countries:
To celebrate the Lord, To be equipped 
To reflect on effective mission strategies 
Through training sessions, interactive 
workshops, worship and prayer, participants 
will develop their abilities to reach out in 
both urban and rural areas. There will be a 
strong emphasis on learning from other 
missionaries’ stories and experiences.
This conference is designed for people who 
would like to use their trades/professions 
for missions and develop entrepreneurship 
as a mission. 
Registration fees (Euros 10), 
Accommodation fees (Euros 52) 
Participants are responsible for all 
expenses. 
For more information write to:
Africa TI Regional Office
africati.regionscoordination@gmail.com
Or Tentmakers International Cameroon: 
ticameroon@gmail.com

!

mailto:harrytina@gmail.com
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mailto:africati.regionscoordination@gmail.com
mailto:africati.regionscoordination@gmail.com
mailto:ticameroon@gmail.com
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FOREIGNERS 
EXPELLED FROM 
MOROCCO

One of  the workers in the region writes 

the following:

Beginning on the afternoon of  

Saturday, March 06, 2010, the Moroccan 
authorities, in an apparently coordinated 

operation by the new Minister of  Interior, 

Ta•eb Cherkaoui, probably with the support 

of  the new Minister of  Justice, Mohamed 
Naciri, and also with the consent of  the King 

Mohamed VI, himself, who had just put 

them as ministers a couple of  months ago, 
arrested and in summary form (less than 24 

hours) expelled from the national territory 

around thirty foreigners. These persons were 
legal residents living in diverse parts of  the 

country, and of  different European 

nationalities, American, Asian and African -

all of  Christian evangelic persuasion. For 
years (in several cases, over Þfteen years ) they 

have been working in various professional, 

commercial and humanitarian Þelds, and 
discreetly and respectfully sharing their faith 

and Christian! experience with those 

Moroccans who have tried to persuade them 
to convert !to the Islam and who with interest 

have also asked them about their faith, or 

with the few that !had already confessed to 

be Christians (some of  second or third 

generation of  Christian families). !

I personally know most of  those affected and 

know that trite lies were used for internal 
consumption, primarily the indictment of  

"buying of  converts"; not one of  these cases 

was given the least opportunity of  defense, 

and in some cases they could not even go 
back to their homes to collect their 

belongings or to say good bye to their 

families.!
!
The closing of  the orphanage Village of  

Hope, in the village of  Ain Leuh (Village of  
Hope,!http://www.voh-ainleuh.org/ !and the 

dismissal of  all the foreign personnel -

probably with the view of  taking over of  all 

the investment made over ten years or more- 
is really cruel, since it shows the alarming 

apathy towards the wellbeing of  these thirty 

orphans (abandoned children) whose only 
parents and families have been removed and 

the properties seized by the Governor of  the 

Province of  Ifrane, Karim Kassi-Lahlou. 
And it is even more serious because from the 

beginning the authorities have known and 

expressed their agreement with the Christian 

identity of  the orphanage and of  the 
personal. At this point, hiding behind 

indictments of  "proselytism" is the epitome 

of  deceit and dishonesty.!

The ofÞcial speech of  tolerance, modernity 

and peaceful coexistence that the Moroccan 
regime tries "to sell" in the West remains 

totally negated and exposed as pure 

hypocrisy and propaganda by these shameful 
violations of  the basic rights of  so many 

people, whose only offense is professing and 

practicing a peaceful, respectful, but 

persuasive religion which is historically 
different to the ofÞcial religion of  the 

Moroccan State. This comes at a time when 

this same weekend in Grenada, Spain, 
Morocco advocated for the fullest 

incorporation to European Union! Not until 

the Moroccan institutions acknowledge with 
straight forward and concrete facts that they 

are willing to grant the right of  any citizen to 

confess and practice, alone or with others, 

the religious faith that their conscience 
dictates (including atheism), there should be 

no illusions that there have been!true changes 

in this country or that they merit 
consideration among the countries that 

advance and respects human rights and 

individual freedoms.
Yours,

Antonio Peralta

LetÕs continue to pray for the situation in 
Morocco. Se the following article in the 

Times Magazine with some general 

information- http://www.time.com/time/
world/article/0,8599,1973739,00.html

MISSION COMMISSION 
CONSULTATION 2011
The next Mission Commission 
Global Consultation is planned for 
November, 5-10, 2011 to take place 
in Christian Centre Schönblick, 
Württemberg, Germany. Please 
book these dates!!  More 
information will follow shortlys. 
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REGIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 

EVENTS  2010

MAY
11-14 – Tokyo 2010 – 
www.Tokyo2010.org

19-22 – Refugee Highway Partnership 
Roundtable – Turkey - 
www.refugeehighway.net

19-23 – International Day of Prayer 
Conference – Cape Town, South 
Africa – www.omsa.org.za

JUNE
2-6 – Edinburgh 2010 - 
edinburgh2010@ed.ac.uk

AUGUST
9-13 – Global Mission Networks‘ 
Roundtable, UK –

bertil@weamc.org

More information about this meeting 
soon.

12-15 - All Africa T Conference at 
Kadji Sports Academy, Douala, 
Cameroon.

For more information or registration 
write to:

Africa TI Regional Office

africati.regionscoordination@gmail.co
m

Or TI Cameroon: 
ticameroon@gmail.com
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AGORA WEA MISSION COMMISSION WORLD FORUM
Agora is the Greek word for market place, forum, where people gathered for 
dialogue,discussions, sharing information or just for being together (Acts 
17:17). 

Agora is an open forum for the MC Associates, MC Task Forces and Networks 
as a complement to the magazine Connections. Brief texts and news for 
publication in 

Agora can be sent to our ofÞce in Brazil: bertil@weamc.org 

Agora is also available at our website   www.weaconnections.com

.Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages 
past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the 
command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him Ð 
to the only wise God be glory for ever through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 
16: 25-27)
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BULLETINS AND 
WEBSITES
Many resources and updated mission 
information are available on the websites 
and in the bulletins of our networks, 
partners and associates. The list below is a 
sampler of some of the MC global 
partners.
MC related Networks:
International Missionary Training Network 
– IMTN - theimtn.org/tiki-index.php
Global Member Care Network – GMCN 
- www.globalmembercare.com/
Refugee Highway Partnership – RHP - 
refugeehighway.net/
Tentmakers International – TI - 
tentmakersinternational.com/
International Partnership Associates – 
www.betterpartnerships.net
Ethne - www.ethne.net/
Regional Mission Movements:
COMIBAM, Latin America – 
www.comibam.org
EEMA, Europe – www.europeanema.org
MANI, Africa – www.maniafrica.com/
CARIBBEAN – 
www.caribbeanevangelical.org

National Mission 

Movements

Africa:
Nigeria Evangelical Missions Association – 
www.nematoday.org/index.php
WENSA, South Africa - 
www.wensa.org.za/

Asia:

Philippines Mission Association - 
www.cybermissions.org/pma/
Indian Mission Association – 
www.imaindia.org
Singapore Centre for Global Missions - 
www.scem.info/
Japan Evangelical Missionary Association – 
www.jema.org
Japan Overseas Missions Association – 
www.joma.mydns.jp
National C. E. Alliance, Sri Lanka - 
www.nceasl.org/NCEASL/missions/
home.php
Korean World Mission Association –  
kwma.org/eng/index.html
Malaysian Center for Global Missions –  
www.mcgm.net.my

Europe:
Global Connections, UK - 
www.globalconnections.co.uk
Swedish Mission Council - 
www.missioncouncil.se
Norwegian Council for Mission and 
Evangelism – www.norme.no
Danish Mission Council – www.dmr.org
AEM, Switzerland – www.aem.ch 
(German)
EZA, Netherlands – www.eza.nl (Dutch)
AEM, Germany – www.aem.de (German)

Latin America:
Brazilian Association of Cross-Cultural 
Missions, Brazil – www.amtb.org.br 
(Portuguese)
COMIMEX, Mexico – www.comimex.org 
(Spanish)
FEDEMEC, Costa Rica – 
www.fedemec.org (Spanish)

North America:
Cross Global Link, USA – 
www.crossgloballink.org
Mission Exchange, USA – 
www.themissionexchange.org
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada - 
www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
South Pacific:
Mission Interlink, Australia – 
www.missionsinterlink.org.au
Mission Interlink, New Zealand – 
www.missions.org.nz

OCTOBER
16-25 – Lausanne III, Cape Town, 
South Africa.  A significant number 
of MC Associates will attend the 
Cape Town event and as MC we 
plan to gather the associates on 
Thursday evening (the free day). 
We recommend the Breakwater 
Hotel as a possibility for the 
MCAs to stay in the same hotel.
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